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this kindness, I started
thinking about how it
feels to be nice. We live:
in a small town, and
most of the time people
understand that you
need to be nice to the
people you interact with
during the course of the
day because you are
going to run into those
same people when you
stop by the Eagle
ﬂ?i{,‘;‘;ﬁ’;{’ gfﬁgl‘égﬂm Jade, thanks for a really nice day.

will see them at your ;

kids’ soccer games or at Flight Days. i ;

Eagle isn’t anonymous. Eagle isn’t the Internet. You can'’t spill vitriolic
comments about your neighbors while you stand in line at the coifee shop
or attack individuals during a town board meeting and expect people to
forget it the next day. It’s all very personal because it is all very close.

I am not saying that people shouldn’t speak passionately about what
they believe. Passion is a critical part of small town politics and people’s
passion about Eagle is the reason why it is such a great place to live. [ just
wonder if it is possible to be passionate without being caustic? Can we be
critical about issues and still be kind about people?

I'm not always nice. I have said or written some mean things -about peo-
ple. Most of the times those comments felt good in the moment, but when
I cooled down, I realized 1 didn’t have to get quite so personal to make my
point.

As the Eagle River Station debate begins anew, we have yet another
opportunity to be mean to one another. ERS is a controversial proposal
and there is plenty to yell about. I hope we don't: [ hope we talk to one
another instead. I don’t think the debate will result in everyone agreeing
about the plan, but at the end of the day, if the discussion is a little less
toxic, maybe the community will be a bit less damaged.

Wouldn't that be nice?
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