
Vail Daily 08/01/2011

All contents © Copyright 2011 Swift 
$$edition

August 3, 2011 12:38 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


A8 ||   Monday, August 1, 2011 THE VAIL DAILY ||    970 • 949 • 0555   || vaildaily.com

Work Session Discussion Topics
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 2 - Vail Town Council Chambers

Site Visit to Ever Vail Development Site in West Lionshead to 
View Locations of Proposed View Corridors (1 hr.)
DRB/PEC Update (15 min.)
Discussion of Allowable Uses of Real Estate Transfer Tax 
Revenue, Re: 2012 Budget Process (20 min.)
BBQ Lunch with Vail Valley Foundation Staff (1 hr.)
Ski Concierge Services Policy Discussion (20 min.)
Update from Urban Runoff Group on Water Quality Improvement 
Plan, Re: Gore Creek (30 min.)
Information Update and Attachments (15 min.)

        --Vail Economic Indicator Grid, Winter 2010/11
        --May Same Store Sales Report
        --Vail Valley Athlete Commission Summer 2011 Funding Report

Matters from Mayor and Council (15 min.)
Executive Session, pursuant to: 1)C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(a)(b)(e) - 
to discuss the purchase, acquisition, lease, transfer, or sale of 
property interests; to receive legal advice on specific legal 
questions; and to determine positions, develop a strategy and 
instruct negotiators, Re: Timber Ridge redevelopment, Lionshead 
Parking Structure redevelopment, and other real property 
negotiations; 2) C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(f) ) - to discuss personnel 
matters, Re: Personnel matters; 3) C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b) - to 
receive legal advice on specific legal questions; Re: Conference 
Center Funds Ballot Language (90 min.)

Note: Public comments on work session items may be solicited.

Evening Session Discussion Topics
4 p.m. Tuesday, July 19 - Vail Town Council Chambers

Consent Agenda (15 min.)
        --Approval of the July 5 and 19 Council meeting minutes

--Approval of Resolution No. 13, Re: Approving an                 
          IGA between TOV and Eagle River Water & Sanitation District

--Approval of Resolution No. 14, Re: Ratify the Amended Articles 
         of Association of the NW Colorado Council of Governments
        --#7 Hole Electric Line Burial
        --2011 Street Maintenance Project, Crack Sealing
        --Employee Housing Unit Exchange Requests

Town Manager’s Report, Re: Revenue Highlights (15 min.)
Gore Creek Stream Tract Encroachment Update (15 min)
Comcast Update (15 min.)
Dinner Break (1 hr.)
Citizen Participation (15 min.)
Review Proposed Draft Resolution No. 12, Re: Submitting a 
Ballot Question to the Registered Electors of the TOV at the Nov.
8 Regular Town Election Regarding the Use of Certain Lodging 
Tax and Sales Tax Revenues (20 min.)
East Lionshead Mall Plaza and Concert Hall Plaza Concepts 

       (45 min.)
Emergency Ord. No. 17, Re: USA Pro Cycling Challenge (5 min.)
1st Reading Ord. No. 18, Re: Rezoning the Ruder Cemetery,
Red Sandstone Park Parking Lot and Parcel G of the 
Residences of Brian Patch from Residential Districts to Open 
Space and Recreation Districts (15 min.)
Resolution No. 15, Re: Changing the Land Use Designation of 
the Properties in Ord. No. 18 (5 min.)
2nd Reading, Ord. No. 16, Re: Allowing Local Control over 
Special Event Permitting to Serve Alcohol per Adoption of Senate 
Bill 11-066 (10 min.)
Ever Vail Public Hearing (1 hr.)

Vail Town Council Agendas

Early Start

Public Announcements
Vail Town Council on Twitter
You can now follow the progress of the Vail Town Council meetings on 
Twitter with up-to-the-minute tweets on the outcomes of agenda items 
and much more. Twitter followers can find the town by visiting 
www.twitter.com/vailtowncouncil. The service is a great tool for those 
who are interested in town affairs but unable to attend the meeting.

Vail Offers News You Can Use
�� www.vailgov.com offers information on Council agendas, town projects, news   
         releases, building and development applications, TOV Code and much more.

�� Channel 5 airs Vail Town Council meetings at 6 p.m. Tuesdays and
         at 7 a.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays as well as additional times. Visit
         www.publicaccess5.org for a complete schedule.

�� Watch Channel 10, which features real time traffic and weather conditions.

�� Vail Town Council meetings are now available via web streaming on 
        www.publicaccess5.org. Go to "video library," then scroll to Vail Town Council.
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My neighbor tells me that draining his
car radiator into the street is safe because
the water treatment facility can easily
remove the antifreeze. Does this sound cor-
rect to you?

Kris in Vail 

That is a great question, Kris. Thanks for
looking into a behavior that seems to be at
odds with your intuition. You sound a bit
skeptical and for good reason.   

Your neighbor is incorrect in his belief
that waste dumped in the street, which
leads into storm drains, goes through
some sort of filtration or treatment
process. It does not. This common mis-

conception arises
from not realizing
that the sewers and
storm drains are
separate and dis-
tinct systems. 

The difference
between the sewer
and storm drainage
system is explained
below, plus reasons
for not flushing or
dumping waste in
the street and how
important clean
water is to Eagle
County. 

The sewer system is an enclosed under-
ground network of pipes that collects and
transports wastewater from your toilet, sink
and shower to a wastewater-treatment
plant. At these facilities, trash, biosolids,
microorganisms and chemicals are
removed before the treated wastewater is
discharged. These treatment facilities must
meet very strict standards for the water that
they discharge. In fact, the wastewater that
has been treated and discharged is cleaner
than the water that routinely runs through
our rivers.

Storm drains are a separate system not
connected to the sewer. They are a series of
underground drainage pipes and exposed
ditches that are not enclosed. Access to the
drain is usually through a metal grate locat-
ed along the curb in the street. Storm drains

whisk away rain water so that our streets do
not flood during a downpour. There is no
filtration or treatment of this water. Any-
thing that is in the street when it rains goes
directly into our rivers and streams.

Most people would not intentionally
throw trash, pet waste, grass clippings,
automotive fluids or household chemicals
directly into the river, but that is basically
what happens when these items are put
into the street and storm drain.

The rivers in Eagle County are an
invaluable resource. They provide drink-
ing water for our communities and those
downstream. They are an important
source of recreation and tourism. The
cleanliness and beauty of our rivers
directly affects our quality of life and our
visitors’ experiences.  

In summary, dumping chemicals and
other waste into the street is little better
than dumping it directly into the river.
Flushing chemicals down the toilet or
pouring them in the sink is not recom-
mended, either.  Some chemicals can be
effectively removed or treated at waste-
water-treatment facilities, but many dis-
rupt the treatment process. It would be
much better to discard chemicals proper-
ly by bringing them to the Household
Hazardous Waste facility in Wolcott. 

Joseph Walls is hazardous-waste specialist
at the Eagle County Household Hazardous
Waste facility, located at the landfill in Wol-
cott. The facility is open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday. Call 970-328-3468 or visit
www.eaglecounty.us/recyclingwaste for
information. 

Storm drains aren’t sewers

JOSEPH
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ASK WASTE
WATCHERS

‘STORM DRAINS WHISK
AWAY RAIN WATER SO THAT
OUR STREETS DO NOT FLOOD
DURING A DOWNPOUR.
THERE IS NO FILTRATION OR
TREATMENT OF THIS WATER.
ANYTHING THAT IS IN THE
STREET WHEN IT RAINS GOES
DIRECTLY INTO OUR RIVERS
AND STREAMS.’


