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Storm drains aren’t sewers

My neighbor tells me that draining his
car radiator into the street is safe because
the water treatment facility can easily
remove the antifreeze. Does this sound cor-
rect to you?

Kris in Vail

That is a great question, Kris. Thanks for
looking into a behavior that seems to be at
odds with your intuition. You sound a bit
skeptical and for good reason.

Your neighbor is incorrect in his belief
that waste dumped in the street, which
leads into storm drains, goes through
some sort of filtration or treatment
process. It does not. This common mis-

ASK WASTE | from not realising
WATCHERS

that the sewers and
storm drains are
separate and dis-
tinct systems.

The difference
between the sewer
and storm drainage
system is explained
below, plus reasons
for not flushing or
dumping waste in
the street and how

JOSEPH important  clean
water is to Eagle
WALLS County.

The sewer system is an enclosed under-
ground network of pipes that collects and
transports wastewater from your toilet, sink
and shower to a wastewater-treatment
plant. At these facilities, trash, biosolids,
microorganisms and chemicals are
removed before the treated wastewater is
discharged. These treatment facilities must
meet very strict standards for the water that
they discharge. In fact, the wastewater that
has been treated and discharged is cleaner
than the water that routinely runs through
our rivers.

Storm drains are a separate system not
connected to the sewer. They are a series of
underground drainage pipes and exposed
ditches that are not enclosed. Access to the
drain is usually through a metal grate locat-
ed along the curb in the street. Storm drains

‘STORM DRAINS WHISK
AWAY RAIN WATER SO THAT
OUR STREETS DO NOT FLOOD
DURING A DOWNPOUR.
THERE IS NO FILTRATION OR
TREATMENT OF THIS WATER.
ANYTHING THAT IS IN THE
STREET WHEN IT RAINS GOES
DIRECTLY INTO OUR RIVERS
AND STREAMS.'

whisk away rain water so that our streets do
not flood during a downpour. There is no
filtration or treatment of this water. Any-
thing that is in the street when it rains goes
directly into our rivers and streams.

Most people would not intentionally
throw trash, pet waste, grass clippings,
automotive fluids or household chemicals
directly into the river, but that is basically
what happens when these items are put
into the street and storm drain.

The rivers in Eagle County are an
invaluable resource. They provide drink-
ing water for our communities and those
downstream. They are an important
source of recreation and tourism. The
cleanliness and beauty of our rivers
directly affects our quality of life and our
visitors’ experiences.

In summary, dumping chemicals and
other waste into the street is little better
than dumping it directly into the river.
Flushing chemicals down the toilet or
pouring them in the sink is not recom-
mended, either. Some chemicals can be
effectively removed or treated at waste-
water-treatment facilities, but many dis-
rupt the treatment process. It would be
much better to discard chemicals proper-
ly by bringing them to the Household
Hazardous Waste facility in Wolcott.

Joseph Walls is hazardous-waste specialist
at the Eagle County Household Hazardous
Waste facility, located at the landfill in Wol-
cott. The facility is open 8 am. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday. Call 970-328-3468 or visit
www.eaglecounty.us/recyclingwaste for
information.
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