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Meadows seems to bring ‘em in to Glenwood Springs

Rise in sales tax numbers suggest newest shopping center helps overall business
JULY, 10 2008

BY PETE FOWLER

GLENWOOD SPRINGS, CO COLORADO

GLENWOOD SPRINGS, Colorado — The Glenwood Meadows Mall took a slightly larger share of total taxable sales in
Glenwood Springs again in 2007.

That year the city collected $3.78 million in sales tax from Meadows, representing 22.9 percent of the city’s total
sales and sales tax revenues. In 2006, Meadows had 21.4 percent of the total sales. In 2005, the year it began
operating but wasn’t close to being complete, Meadows had 5.6 percent of Glenwood’s total sales.

When the development opened, some people feared it would hurt business downtown and elsewhere in the city. In

2007 compared to 2006, downtown Glenwood, areas to the south, and the Glenwood Springs Mall all dropped slightly
in their share of the city’s total taxable sales.

But every area continues to increase in dollar amounts of taxable sales. Some said this means Meadows acted as a
retail hub drawing people here and increasing business throughout the city.

The area downtown from Seventh Street to 11th Street went from 7.8 percent of the city’s total sales in 2006 down
to 7.4 percent of total sales in 2007. But during the same period, the sales tax collected for the area went up from
about $1.17 million to $1.22 million, according to a report recently completed by the city’s finance department.

“The Meadows is obviously doing good,” said the city’s finance director, Mike Harman.

But he added it looks like downtown and the other areas are also doing well since total sales are increasing. He said
it seems Meadows brings in customers who also buy things downtown or elsewhere.

“Meadows seemed to pick things up for the city,” he said.

Even though everyone increased in total dollar amounts of sales, the only areas in Glenwood outside Meadows that

actually increased their percentage of the city’s total taxable sales for 2007 over 2006 are North Glenwood Springs
and West Glenwood Springs.

Harman said it’s difficult to predict if or when fears about the national economy slowing down could apply to

Glenwood. Things like energy development nearby and high demand for homes in the mountains near ski resorts
make the region economically unique.

“It’s hard to compare our area to the nation because this area often lags behind,” he said. “We’re just kind of in
our own world here in this Western Slope valley.”

Contact Pete Fowler: 384-9121

pfowler@postindependent.com
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